SECEET HISTORY OP ALGECIRAS CONFERENCE    469

fensive towards France. As soon as France discovers that
Germany meekly suhmits to her bullying, we feel sure that
she will become more aggressive in other quarters and we
do not consider a demand for a revision of the Treaty
of Frankfort to be far off."

The Emperor evidently felt safe in the position of defi-
ance to France, which he had already adopted, because as
he (Speck) said: "According to the information which the
Emperor has received he feels sure that England's 'aid
to France in the matter will not go beyond a 'diplomatic
support.' This, he hopes, will keep France isolated, and,
with or without a conference, he expects that the status quo
in Morocco can be peacefully improved and, above all, the
rights of all foreigners safeguarded there.'' On April 13th
Speck wrote me again, saying that the Italian Government
had informed the Emperor of their sympathy with his po-
sition, and of their conviction that France would "only con-
tinue her aggressive policy in Morocco, aimed at all non-
French interests, if she feels sure that England will stand
by her and eventually show herself ready to back her up
by force of arms." To this the Emperor added that he be-
lieved that the attitude of England would depend upon the
attitude of the United States, and asked us to tell England
that we thought there should be a conference.

On April 25th he wrote me again, saying that the Em-
peror would be most grateful to me if I would intimate to
England that I would like to see her and Germany in har-
mony in their dealings with Morocco. On May 13th he
sent me another memorandum, insisting that there must
be a general conference and complaining of England for
opposing this conference, and stating that the latter would
only drop her opposition if I would give her a hint to do so.
The Emperor also in this memorandum stated, with a dis-
tinct note of self-righteousness, that he had refused invi-
tations from France to come to an agreement with her
alone, because he was disinterestedly championing the
cause of the world at large. He then used these words: